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For Sunday Services held at other parish churches within the Ben-
efice, please ring Church Office or see Website :                   

matvchurch.uk  for times 

AND all of you with access to the Internet, do please join a Service     
being held at 9.00—9.30 am each Friday morning specifically with St. 

Mary’s and North Tuddenham parishioners in mind      

  https://tinyurl.com/matv-weekdays  
 

St. Mary the Virgin—Church No ce Board 
 

Rector 
The Reverend Canon Mark McCaghrey,  

The Vicarage, Back Lane,  Mattishall, NR20 3PU 
Tel:  01362 882260 / e-mail:  mark.mccaghrey@matvchurch.uk  

            Assistant Priest                                         Assistant Curate 

 The Reverend Sally Thurgill            The Reverend Tori Venmore-Rowland                                    
         Tel. 01362 562419  
e-mail: sally.thurgill@matvchurch.uk                e-mail: tori.venmore-roland@matvchurch.uk                            

Church Office:  01362 858873 

         e-mail: contact@matvchurch.uk    Website:  matvchurch.uk 

 

Churchwardens 
Mrs Jools Smith  Tel:  07719 341282 

Mrs Christine Blake  Tel:  07836 708874 

JANUARY 2024 — CHURCH SERVICE 
Sunday 7th —10:30 a.m. Morning Worship 

 
Sunday 21st—10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 



QUOTATION: I alone know the plans I have for you, plans 
to bring you prosperity and not disaster, plans to bring 
about the future you hope for.                                          Jeremiah 29:11 

   

Village News 
63 church attendees was the best turnout for a 

Carol Service since 2017.  
Rector Mark presided over the occasion. The 9 

volunteers from the village delivered bible       
readings with confidence; the congregation sang 
loudly; munched their way hungrily through the 

mince pies and biscuits; supped the mulled wine 
and some even rolled dice down the aisle of the 

church!  That was definitely a first!  
And everyone showed tremendous generosity in 

contributing a record amount to the church       
collection. 

Thank you so much. 
 

Raising funds will be vital for the survival of the 
church in the medium term, not just through     

collections, donations and grants, but through 
community activities that bring the village closer 

together .  
We have a beautiful church with some unique    
examples of heritage, plus fantastic acoustics!  

 
Working together with the Community Association 

and others, we owe it to sponsors of the             
restoration to maximise the potential of our     

treasured building and integrate it better into the 
community and maintain its viability. 



Parish Council  
  

Whilst your Parish Councillors enjoy their festive 

season break, Vicky has asked me to remind you that 

the next Parish Council meeting is on  

Tuesday 9th January at 7:30pm  

High on the agenda will be deciding the way forward 

on the Village Development Plan, 

This is why a healthy attendance at PC meetings is 

essential for good democratic decisions. 

Highways 

The Courts in London will hear the  appeal by Dr 

Boswell against the A47 projects. 

 

Meanwhile Norfolk County Council’s Cabinet has 

approved amended plans for the Norwich Western Link  

and this will now be submitted to the Local Planning 

Authority.  

That’sÊitÊ,ÊbrieflyÊ,ÊforÊnow 
SeeÊyouÊinÊ2024Ê.ÊAÊbusyÊyear!’ 



      
Smoked Haddock Chowder 

It's a simple healthy soup. if you want a kick at the end of it 
you can add a dash of Tabasco sauce. It’sÊaÊbigÊfavouriteÊinÊ

myÊhousehold!  
 
 
 

Ingredients  
1 onion chopped  
2 potatoes scrubbed and sliced  
500ml vegetable stock  
2  smoked haddock fillets, 100g each and cut into chunks 
1 n of creamed corn milk or sweet corn with milk, if you 
prefer  
Handful of parsley, chopped -just to finish 
Method 
Put the onions and potatoes into a large sauté pan.  
Pour over the vegetable stock and simmer for 6 to 8 minutes 
un l the potatoes are so  but s ll have a slight bite. 
Add the chunks of smoked haddock, dip in the creamed corn 
and add a li le milk if you like a thick chowder, more if you 
like it thinner. 
Gently simmer for five to seven minutes un l the haddock is 
cooked. It should flake when poked with a fork.  
Sprinkle over the parsley if using and ladle the chowder into 
the bowls. 
Serve with crusty bread.  

 
It makes a lovely lunch or supper 

     JS  / BBC 101 One-Pot Dishes 



T.E.S. 
NORTH TUDDENHAM GARAGE   
Main Road, North Tuddenham, Dereham, 

NR20 3DE 

Servicing, MOT’s & Repairs on all 
makes, models & sizes 

To book your vehicle in please phone     
01362 637564 

For 24/7 Breakdown & Recovery  
Call 01362 6377232 

 

December ‘Mindteasers’ Answers   
1% Club 

Q1.  T&E (can replace & in others with and to make words) 
Q2.  Ten  (inside other words are eight & nine ) 
Q3.  Forty  (alphabe calÊorderÊ) 
Q4 . NEWS (compass points)  
Q5 . Lion  (First le er of listed animals spells ANIMAL) 



No.1 Watercress Lane, (off Mill Road) Mattishall, 

NR20 3RJ 

Tuesday – Saturday 10am – 4pm, Sunday 10am – 2pm 

Tel: 07885663926 / 07885666868 

Email: theacornhutfarmshop@gmail.com 

HAPPYÊNEWÊYEARÊTOÊALLÊOURÊCUSTOMERS 

We stock locally sourced Norfolk Artisan produce from 
around the county. Fresh fruit & vegetables from local 

suppliers, delivered daily. A wide range of fresh butcher 
meat, pies, frozen fish, fresh bakery bread, scones, cakes & 

more. 
Gifts, Hardware, outdoor Metal work & much, much more 

Come & enjoy a coffee, lite bite or lunch & relax in the idyllic 
peaceful surroundings (indoor heated area) 

 
Follow us on Facebook – The Acorn Hut Farm Shop & Plant 

Centre for updates, events & late-night openings. 
www.acornhutfarmshop.co.uk 

 January Mindteasers    
1. What letter can replace the question mark in this sequence?   

f, e, ?, r, h 

2. In sport, if FT gets you GD and SD gets you SR, what does 

TD get you? 

3. What pattern do all these words have in common? 

                 CHIN GHOST  BIOPSY ALMOST  





R  H  D U F F I E L D  
 

Septic Tanks Emptied 

Drains Unblocked   

Pressure Jetting Service  
 

Cherry Tree Farm Church Lane 

Stanfield Dereham NR20 4AP 

01328  700275     07802 312963 

 



 
Magi: In Chris an tradi on, the noble pilgrims “from the East” who followed 
a miraculous guiding star to Bethlehem, following  the star to the house where 
Jesus and Mary were, where they paid homage to the young child Jesus as 
king of the Jews. They were probably Persian or Arabian astrologers who 
charted the stars and a ached religious significance to their movements. They 
were not kings as is some mes thought, and Chris an theological tradi on 
has always stressed that not only Jews but Gen les came to worship the Christ 
Child. Also they did not arrive with the shepherds; Jesus may have been as old 
as 2 when they came.  
 
The Bible does not tell us how many Magi came to Pales ne. It only says: 
“Magi from the east came to Jerusalem.” Ma hew 2:1.  In one catacomb  
pain ng in St. Peter Cemetery there are 2 Magi. In the Lateran Museum and in 
the Catacomb of Peter and Marcellinus there are 3. In the Domi lla Catacomb 
there are 4. A vase pain ng in the Kircherian Museum in Rome has 8 wise men 
crowding the house where Jesus and Mary reside. The number of Magi in very 
early Chris an art ranges from two to a gaggle. 
 
Although their names are not recorded in the biblical account, the names of 
three Magi—Bithisarea, Melichior, and Gathaspa—appeared in a chronicle 
known as the Excerpta la na barbari in about the 8th century; they have     
become known most commonly as Balthasar, Melchior, and Gaspar (or       
Casper). However, tradi ons and legends iden fy a variety of different names 
for them. 

Apart from their names, the three Magi developed dis nct characteris cs in 
Chris an tradi on, so that between them they represented the three ages of 
(adult) man, three geographical and cultural areas, and some mes other 
things. In one tradi on Caspar is old, normally with a white beard, and gives 
the gold; he is "King of Tarsus, land of merchants" on the Mediterranean coast 
of modern Turkey, and is first in line to kneel to Christ. Melchior is middle-
aged, giving frankincense from Arabia, and Balthazar is a young man, very  
o en and increasingly black-skinned, with myrrh from Saba (modern southern 
Yemen). Their ages were o en given as 60, 40 and 20 respec vely, and their 
geographical origins were rather variable, with Balthazar increasingly coming 
from Aksum or other parts of Africa, and being represented                            
accordingly. Balthazar's blackness has been the subject of considerable recent  
scholarly a en on.                   ÊCont……. 



The subject of which king is which and who brought which gi  is not     with-
out varia on depending on the tradi on. The gi  of gold is some mes asso-
ciated with Melchior as well as Caspar and in some tradi ons Melchior is 
the old man of the three Magi, a Babylonian scholar. Not only the gi s, but 
the place of origin of each of the Magi is also somewhat conflic ng:- 

Melchior, legendary figure, said to be one of the Magi who paid homage to 
the infant Jesus. According to Western church tradi on, Melchior is o en   
represented as a king of Persia and is usually said to have given the gi  of 
gold to the Christ Child. In art he is frequently depicted as the oldest of the 
three Magi, o en with a long white beard. The three named Magi are     
venerated as saints and martyrs and are celebrated on the Feast of the 
Epiphany in the West.                                                                                                       

Balthasar, the second legendary figure said to be one of the Magi who 
paid homage to the infant Jesus. According to Western church tradi on, 
Balthasar is o en   represented as a king of Arabia or some mes Ethiopia 
and is thus frequently depicted as a Middle Eastern or Black man in art. He 
is usually said to have given the gi  of myrrh to the Christ Child.  

Gaspar, or Caspar—the third legendary figure said to have been one of 
the Magi who paid homage to the infant.  According to Western church     
tradi on, Gaspar is o en represented as a king of India and is usually said 
to have given the gi  of frankincense to the Christ Child. In art he is         
frequently depicted with a reddish beard.  

The three gi s are explicitly iden fied in the gospel of 
Mathew: gold, frankincense and myrrh. In Koine Greek these 
are chrysós (χρυσός), líbanos (λίβανος) and smýrna (σμύρνα).  

Many different theories of the meaning and symbolism of the gi s have 
been brought forward. While gold is fairly obviously explained,               
frankincense and par cularly myrrh, are more obscure. All three gi s being 
ordinary offerings and gi s given to a king. Myrrh commonly used as an 
anoin ng oil, frankincense as a perfume, and gold as a valuable.  The three 
gi s also had a spiritual meaning; gold as a symbol of kingship on earth, 
frankincense (an incense) as a symbol of deity, and myrrh (an embalming 
oil) as a symbol. 

                     Britannica /various other 
sources 



JANUARY 2024—VILLAGE EVENTS 
All held at Village Hall unless otherwise stated  

 
 7th Mid-Norfolk Guild of Spinners & Weavers 10.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
 
 9th Parish Council Meeting 7.30 prompt 
 
10th Windmill Quilters 10.00 a.m.-3.00 p.m.Jenny Smith  01362  
  
  422051 
 
16th Windmill Quilters 7.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. 
 
24th  Windmill Quilters 10.00 a.m.-3.00 p.m. 
 
25th 7.30 p.m.—£1.50 p.p. to include refreshments.  
                   D. Riches  01603 880458 — ALL warmly welcomed. 
 
27th Mid-Norfolk Guild of Spinners & Weavers 10.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
 
Sincere thanks to Christine Mobbs for vital Village Hall information  

 
 

 
TEAM  NAMES & NUMBERS 

Mardle Editorial Team 

Mike  07951 956906       Anne  07780 753369       Jools  07719 341282   

Contact e-mail addresses for Mardle/enquiries 

Editor Mike Smith: mike_smith8@icloud.com 
Parish Council Website:  www.northtuddenham.net 

           Village Hall is available for hire @ very reasonable rates.                          
    Arthur Mobbs  01362 637410 

 

 

E & O E 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 


