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June 2021 CHURCH SERVICES
After consultation with church Architect, Ruth Blackman, it has been
decided that sadly NO SERVICES will be held within St Mary’s church
until further notice for safety reasons.
However - all of you with access to the Internet, do please join a service
being held at 9.00—9.30 am each Friday morning specifically with St.
Mary’s and North

Tuddenham parishioners in mind
-

OR

for 10.00 a.m. Sunday Service held for Benefice

-
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Brainteasers
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Brainteaser 2

North Tuddenham’s forgotten benefactor: Rev Robert Barry 1820-1904
Back to our Rev Robert:On reaching schooling age Robert followed his elder brother John to the Anglican
Shrewsbury School in Shropshire as a boarder, and left in 1838. An earlier pupil of
the school was Charles Darwin the English naturalist and geologist best known for
his contributions to the evolutionary theory. The next record shows Robert Barry
being admitted to St John’s College Cambridge on 25th January 1844 at the age of
24. He obtained his Bachelor of Arts in 1848 and his Masters in 1851.
Historically it was traditional in wealthy families for the first son to be favoured to
inherit the family fortune, the second son often went into the church or military. In
the Barry’s case however both brothers chose the church. It is not known why;
maybe their father was well aware of the pressures of his trade and that it was a
very competitive market and wanted a more family orientated life for his children.
Robert was ordained on the 19th December 1847 at St Pauls Cathedral by the
Right Honourable and Right Reverend Charles James, Lord Bishop of London. He
was first appointed curate at Whatton near Bingham, Nottinghamshire and then St
Pancras London where he would remain for two years before being appointed to
the Rectory at Hinderwell, Yorkshire where he remained for just over a year,
moving from there to North Tuddenham. The Rev Barry married Mary Ann Page on
the 18th June 1850 at Camberwell London whilst he was Rector of Hinderwell.
Mary was the eldest daughter of Robert Page a ship owner and merchant of
Peckham Rye, London. Rev Barry and Mary did not have children.
At North Tuddenham he held the living from 1851 till his death on 15th August
1904. With his wife and servants he lived at the old parsonage house until he built
the new rectory. Robert’s father generously supported his son financially in this
project. It is to be noted that the railway came to Dereham in 1847 opening the
line from Wymondham, and the assumption is made that this is how the Barry’s
travelled to their new home in this remote rural Norfolk countryside.

A sketch of the old parsonage house at North Tuddenham drawn
in the days of William Cowper.

North Tuddenham’s forgotten benefactor: Rev Robert Barry 1820-1904
The old parsonage was demolished to make way for Rev Robert Barry's new
premises. It appeared to be closer to St Mary's church than the new building and
looked as if it was built from wattle and daub. This sketch (see 4/8) was drawn
before the roof of St Mary's church was raised; another building project
undertaken by Barry. The poet William Cowper and his companion Mary Unwin
stayed at the Old Rectory at North Tuddenham in 1795. The couple had moved to
Norfolk on the recommendation of Rev Johnny Johnson of Yaxham. It was hoped
that the Norfolk air might alleviate Cowper's depression and also help Mary's
ailing health. They left Buckinghamshire on July 28th and arrived in Norfolk three
days later. The Old Rectory was available to them because the rector, Thomas
Shelford, had died in June. After leaving the Old Rectory, Cowper and Mary moved
to a number of other locations in the county including: Dunham Lodge near
Swaffham
Mundesley and finally settling in Dereham, where Mary died in
1796 and then Cowper in 1800. They were both buried in the St Edmunds Chapel
(now called the Cowper Chapel) in St Nicholas Church situated in the heart of the
town. The house in the market place where they had lived was demolished and a
church built in its place designed by architect Edward Boardman, aptly now called
‘Cowper Memorial Congregational Church’, which is still there today The current
North Tuddenham rectory has succeeded the one in which Cowper stayed.

In 1852 Rev Robert Barry, generously supported financially in this project by his
father, built the new rectory at North Tuddenham; the handsome rectory house

which is in the Elizabethan style. It’s prime purpose to be the new home of Barry
and his wife. The Coach House was built the following year in 1853.

Wow, for so long we were not allowed to hug,
restricting our connections and relationships with
fellow people.
But now that has all changed. We can hug. We can
show love and a connection with people again.
Now, what do we get from hugging? Hugging can
make an individual feel a sense of comfort and
support when they are down or alone.
Hugging makes us feel love and appreciation for the
one that cares for us.
So, be safe but feel grateful to be able to hug.
Hug that person if they are down or if they are just
in need of it. You never know you could change
someone’s whole life.
And finally hugging someone is free the same as
kindness. So, make use of it!

Connie

Reflection:

“Don’t worry about a thing.
Cause everything’s gonna be all right.”

I cried to God, who answered me,
From the great fish I cried.
The huge waves would have swallowed me,
And tossed me with the tide.
Then prayed I: Lord, I am cast out
From your most holy sight.
Yet I will serve you once again,
And look towards the light.
The seaweed wrapped around my head –
I sank so very low;
But you have brought me up again,
And in your ways I’ll go.
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07802 312963

JUNE 2021 VILLAGE EVENTS

June 2021 all held @ Village Hall unless otherwise stated
14th

Mid-Norfolk Guild of Spinners & Weavers

7.00—9.00p.m.

19th

Bingo 7.30p.m. start Contact Arthur Mobbs 01362 637410

23rd

Windmill Quilters 10.00-3.00 Contact Jenny Smith 01362 422051

24th

The Gardeners 7.30 p.m. WELCOME BACK! £1–50 including
refreshments. D. Riches 01603 880458 —all members, old and new
will be warmly welcomed,

29th

Windmill Quilters 7.00 p.m. Contact Jenny Smith

Sincere thanks to Christine Mobbs for vital Village Hall information
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Parish Council Website: www.northtuddenham.net
Village Hall is available for hire @ very reasonable rates. Arthur Mobbs
01362 637410

